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Sometimes God closes doors because it's time to move for-
ward”. He knows you wouldn't move forward unless your cir-
cumstances forces you. Trust the transition, God's got u (ce e®)
~ Samantha Wong
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I am extremely grateful that we can still sing to praise
God in our choir practice via Zoom every Sunday for
more than a year. We will continue to be God's musmal
instruments that work to glorify ' Him.
~ Esther Jong
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I hope to meet again with
choir teachers and friends
soon.
~ Kelly Tang
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We also learned how to take.a video of ourselves
singing to send to our dedicated teacher.
~ David Tang
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With various restrictions in
physical community life, we stay
at home most of the time. Even

My little children, let us not love in word,
neither with the tongue; but in deed and truth.

though we still get connected (1 John 3:18)
with others through multimedia,
either in a large group or small When I get myself familiar with the act of loving

group, some of us tend to hide and supporting others online, I would be more com-
behind the screen or just show fortable to take a step further to love and care for un-

our forehead. I have such ten- familiar people behind the screen.
dency too.
Rev Kelly Lee §

When I | pause and reflect
more on the meaning of fellow-
ship and this phenomena, I ask
myself, *What can I do to show
my love and support to my broth-
ers and sisters who are leading .
the online fellowship? Is there Visua | Verse of 'th e
anything I can do, purposely, to
let my participation be more
online-tangible?”

Then, I try to switch on my
video and greet the leaders and
others, intentionally. I am think-
ing to take another step to pray
for those who will lead, through
personal chat, before the start of
the meeting. Then, I will enjoy
listening to the familiar sound of
the others.

How about you? My whole
idea is not about whether to
switch on or off the video, but it
is more on how to show our love
and support to our brothers and
sisters in the midst of lot of re-
strictions. You may have your
own style, but please let it be
more online-tangible.
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Choir Members Share

The unwelcomed COVID-19
virus that have hurt and
turned the lives of many up-
side down

The unwelcomed COVID-19 virus that have hurt
and turned the lives of people upside down all
over the world did not exempt us, the FMC choir
members. Our routine and way of practices were
all changed quickly as we are no longer able to
meet physically as a group.

Praise be to the Lord for technology ad-
vancement that has enabled this ministry to con-
tinue at FMC. The choir members were literally
forced to go from physical choir practices to
online choir practices. FMC choir team employs
the zoom applications to meet, communicate, fel-
lowship and learn new songs. We also learn to
use Email, WhatsApp and many online applica-
tions; some of which were entirely new to many
of us two years ago.

However, the Zoom apps has its limita-
tion. We still could not sing together nor listen to
each other sing our parts at the same time due to
sound interference and time lag. Consequently,
we often are not sure if we are singing correctly
or in harmony with one another because we must
be muted while we learn our parts. We have to
put in a lot of effort to listen and familiarize our-
selves with the new songs.

Since group recording were no longer fea-
sible, our choir teacher, Sister Seou Sze forms
small groups following strict SOP. We would nev-
er dream that face masks would be part of the
choir attire. As the COVID-19 cases increased, we
could not even meet in small group for recording.
We were required to do individual recording.
Headphones, earphone, speaker, webcam, iPad
are coming into our vocabulary and home to stay.

Indeed, when we look back, we really
marvel and thank the Lord for opening a new
door and new avenue for all of us. Our singing is
no longer limited to FMC congregations but go
unto Facebook and youtube. I guess I can only

say as in Romans 8:28 “And
we know that in all things
God works for the good of
those who love him, who
have been called according
to his purpose.” All glory be
to Our Lord God.

~ By Susan Tang

Continue to serve the Lord de-
spite pandemic

Praise the Lord that my family and I still have
the opportunities to continue serving our Lord
through our voices despite pandemic. The new
normal in this digital era seems to open up many
doors to turn the challenges into opportunities
where we are able to attend online choir practic-
es, international webinars and workshops at the
comfort of our own homes with many of them
free of charge or at minimal fees.

During this time, we need to be wary of
not getting digital anxiety and fatigue and to take
good care of our well being by ensuring work life
balance. For me, I need to intentionally remind
myself to set aside quiet time with the Lord regu-
larly. When I wake up in the morning, I give
thanks to the Lord for the breath of life and I
know I should not take this for granted.

To me, life is a faith journey especially
during this new norms and it is even more im-
portant to guard our heart and fix our eyes upon
Jesus. Let us uphold each other in prayers that
we should continue to hang on to our Almighty
God. Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
and whose trust is the Lord! (Jeremiah 17:7)

Let us continue to fight the good fight of
faith and be faithful in serving our Lord regard-
less!

~ By Sueh Ing §
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Kiun Sie Suai

Loi Poh Sieng

From the class, I learn a lot in relationship and apply in my workplace. Alt-
hough I had attended “After God'’s Heart” three times, this round I had
different experiences. God works in me -- a real life experience. It is not
just theories but practical ways for me to relate to people and to handle
conflicts much better. I like Mei Feng'’s creative teaching and Chang Xian's
classes. Both of their classes help me to develop a proper perspective -- a
positive way to see people and circumstances. May God continue to lead
and to empower me in handling my relationship with colleagues more ef-
fectively.

I thank God for Grace who invited me to join “After God’s Heart” series of
mentoring which consists of 8 lessons. It had been an enjoyable 9 weeks of
learning from Grace and two mentor-teacher and 3 guests speakers, to-
gether with brothers and sisters of FMC & SMC.

I am reminded that | am wonderfully created by God to have a God-like na-
ture and we are able to relate with God and fellow man. It is God's will for

me to know Him, love Him and love others.

What impacts me include the three secrets of living together in love shared
by Dr. Huang, the meaning of conflict and 5 models of conflict , 4 destruc-
tive behaviours in a relationship when one feels hurt, and 5 steps to regu-
late one's emotions.

I am also challenged by how King David loved God and fellow man. I
learnt more about myself and how to regulate my emotions. Hopefully
people around me will learn through me while I put into practice what I
have learnt through this series by God's grace. §

This Week

Lord, we bring our time, talents and money to you this week.
May these be the very best from us.

Help us especially in our sacrifice and offering of our time this
week and may our life be a worship to you this week.

11
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I'm grateful that | can join Mentoring [After God’s Heart] class this year. Due to
pandemics, we cannot have physical class. Instead, thank God for the
advancement in technology, we can meet online. TO FORGIVE, is it hard for you?
For me, yes it is. BUT, when Looking from a different perspective, it can be done
FOR God so loved this world that He GAVE His Son, those who believe in Him
should not perish but have everlasting love. It teaches me to learn to forgive as no
one is perfect in this world. Jesus shows us a role model of forgiveness on the
cross. Suffering from tease and pain, He said: “Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they are doing” He had been the Lamb to be slained, without grumbling
yet blessing. In Matthew 18:21-22, Peter asked Jesus how many times should he
forgive those who sin against him. Jesus answered: “...not 7 times, but 77 times”.
Have you ever wondered how to forgive? It's the power of LOVE. We love because
He first loved us. He sacrificed on the cross for our sins, showing how Great is Llove.
He loves you, no matter how you look like, your skin color, your background...This
love encourages us to love each other even our enemies by forgiving them. Bear
with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one
another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you (Colossians 3:13). Life begins when an egg
is broken by an inside force. It’s not too late to learn to forgive as it is a long
Jjourney. I'm still on my way to learning. Let us pray:

“Our Father in Heaven, thank you for leading us throughout the day. You show
forgiveness to the people that hurt you and even plead for them. Help us to
forgive and pray for their needs from the bottom of our heart when we are hurt
and unfair. Remind us what you had suffered on the cross. We Llift our needs to
your loving hands, this is our prayer, Amenl”
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