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Remembering and Giving Thanks
Anniversaries are usually happy occasions for celebrations
as in wedding anniversaries and church anniversaries.
These occasions allow us to look back at the years that
have passed and we celebrate and give thanks. But anni-
versaries of death of loved ones can be sad occasions as
we remember the loss and how much we miss our loved
ones. Yet on the other hand, we look at how much pro-
gress and adjustments we have made without the pres-
ence of the deceased and again are thankful to God for
His presence and grace.
This is the first anniversary since the first MCO was an-
nounced. I n so many ways, itds
o think of what we have lost i all our in- person gatherings
Editorial Team (Sunday services, Sunday Schools, fellowship meetings,
Editor: Dr Ting Su Hie ;mall groups and the list go.on)., our courses and clasges
Graphic Designer: David Sim Shi in church, our care-free social life i going out and eating
Wei _ out whenever and wherever we want to; our holidays and
?e“g:r'fh'ng Coordinator: Ho Khee our travel plans and many more. These are our losses and
we grief.
Please email your articles to:
suhieting@gmail.com But on the other hand, we have gained so much, adjusted
The views expressed by the au- and adapted. The term fAnew norn
thors are not necessarily the views | year and we said it without really knowing what it entails.
of the church. Lo . . .
Our initial small multimedia team has multiplied and
grown and they have become very
For non-Muslims only Pastors and many leaders are used to meeting on zoom
and elections at local church level, District level and even
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Annual Conference and General
Conference levels have all been
conducted in this one year.

We had opportunities to conduct
combined online services and nu-
merous webinars and were used

by God to bless not just FMC mem-
bers but others in Sarawak, Malay-
sia and elsewhere. It is and should

a happy anniversary celebration as
we remember Godods
and grace.

Paul reminded us to be thankful -

"Let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, since as members of
one body you were called to
peace. And be thank-

ful." (Colossians 3:15)

"Devote yourselves to prayer, be-
ing watchful and thank-
ful." (Colossians 4:2)

And so with thankful heart we cel-
ebrate this anniversary and with
hope and assurance in His faithful-
ness we move on ahead into the
unknown future with Jesus by our
side.

Grateful and thankful

Rev Lenita Tiong §

Getting to know
Pastor Finsen Wong

Pastor Finsen was born in 1993 in Sibu to Wong Ching Ping
and Yii Lee Ching. His parents are primary school teachers. His two
sisfteés are GHS? tﬁai:hﬁrse ig Song and Selangau. The only son in
the family had admired pastors boldly proclaiming the word of God
from the pulpit even before he went to primary school.

Pastor Finsen studied in SJK Ek Dee and SMB Chung Hua in
Sibu. He spent about three months in Lower Sixth form before fur-
thering his studies in the Computer Science degree programme in
Swinburne University of Technology Sarawak Campus. In Year 4,
he decided to be a man of the cloth. He went to Methodist Theo-
logical School Sibu for his pastoral training.

To him, serving in the church was the fun part because he
could apply his theological knowledge and engage with the people.
He enjoys contemplating Biblical viewpoints and analysing critical
issues.
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MTS Hostel ground floor buddies.
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However, waking up at the wee hours of the Secondly, when his father took him to a mis-
morning was tough. The days that he was serv- sionary camp for Primary Five and Six children,
ing in the morning prayer, he had to wake up at Pastor Jessica Tiong who was serving in Cambo-
4.30 a.m. to prepare for the morning prayer at dia at that time i mpressed
5.15 p.m. When the MCO started, the morning need for the gospel.
prayer was adjusted to 6 a.m. The hours in a
day went past very fast with studies and gar- Last but not least, his parents were instru-
dening, and he was glad to tumble into bed at mental in urging him to respond to the call of
10 or 11 at night. God. They had earnestly served in evangelism

for a long time. Since he was a child, Pastor Fin-

When asked about his calling, Pastor Finsen sen had seen his parents preaching the gospel
said that since he was six or seven years old, he to Iban and other indigenous people. He also

had the thought, fAMaybe obsa&vedtizemnddingarotgfevanyeaistic work
stand at the pulpit to s nzhurehaadirdschpal Bildecversesalséispokéd a d

always admired great preachers preaching at to him.
the pulpit. Three particular influences urged him
towards his pastoral calling. When Pastor Finsen was in university, he
once again felt peoplebds n
Firstly, Rev Dr Thomas Lau who pastored met international students from Nigeria, Saudi
Logos Methodist Church had inspired Pastor Fin- Arabia and Iran. He saw the need of lost souls

sen with his biblical views and compassion.




